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BY ALL RIGHTS: 20 YEARS OF BIZCHUT
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Dear Friends,

20 years of disability rights. 20 years of social change. 20
years of breakthroughs. 20 years spent breaking down walls
with lots of hard work and most importantly, 20 years of faith in
human spirit. Faith in the ability of every person both with and
without disability to influence and effect change together with
our confidence that Israeli society will take the steps necessary
to make itself inclusive to persons with disabilities.

This booklet celebrating 20 years of Bizchut comprises a review of
the past two decades, looking at the high points in the promotion
of equal rights in Israeli society for persons with all types of
disabilities. It describes 20 highlights on the jourmey to equal
rights over the past 20 years in 20 words (in Hebrew). From our
many supporters we bring just a few greetings - also 20 words.

Every achievement is the result of years of thorough and
intensive work, creativity and innovation, and cooperation with
our partners in Israel and around the world. Since its beginning,
Bizchut has succeeded in combining groundbreaking, far-
reaching and unrestricted thinking with professional work and
an uncompromising commitment to quality.

You are our partners in this activity. Each one of us contributes in
their own way to the larger goal, either on the front line or behind
the scenes, in their work in the field or by their decision making,
through donations or any other kind of support and contribution.
Thanks to you, equal rights for persons with disabilities are
being recognized and realized.

Esther Sivan
Executive Director
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The Game Changer:

The Equal Rights for People
with Disabilities Law

Bizchut is responsible for initiating and
drafting the groundbreaking Equal Rights
LLaw: equality, inclusion and cooperation
are the name of the new game.
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A New Day Dawns

Shachar Botzer, a pupil who needs his
school to be accessible, petitions the
Supreme Court with Bizchut. The court
rules equality means full inclusion for
every person with a disability.
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We Support the Commissioner
The Commission for Equal Rights of
People with Disabilities is established
thanks to a Bizchut court petition: the
state now has responsibility for enforcing
and developing disability rights.
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An Organization is Born
Parents of children with disabilities and
champions of human rights decide:
enough of charity, it's time for human
rights. Bizchut is off and running. ..
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Voting for Equality

Thanks to a Bizchut court petition and
subsequent legislative amendment,
persons with disabilities are able to
exercise their democratic right by voting
at any accessible polling station in Isragl.
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The Access Revolution

This historic law promoted tirelessly
by Bizchut determines: every public
building, place or service must be
accessible to persons with all types of
disabilities.
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Including a New Element in
Inclusion

Thanks to Bizchut's Inclusion Law and
the support it provides, thousands
of pupils with disabllities receive an
entry ticket to regular schools and the
opportunity to full inclusion.
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Achievements Without Borders
Bizchut brings groundbreaking
approaches to inclusion in the
community and access to justice to
the drafting of the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

dgdd] pe Oiljled)
Gsind Buotll Yl Bliso Bysls 35 b gy’
Slazsd) Bkl Ciss Byl @sd ol
dsWl Jasl) dob)s matnkly Sl Jlong 8ol

files) ¥e | bl ¥+ | prawe 20 | mw 20

= JINADNIAN D'XXT"

177171 w01 21 D1;7'Y 71N
D1j7'Y :1N{7'Vi TIX Y117 12977 {710
717717 7101 71171210 DY D'WIX
01701 ,01j7'¥ 70 TMYXNXA 171171
.DTMDXD'DA 071N 'T121 T1AWX

Breaking Down the Walls - The
Community Rehabilitation Law
A revolutionary law determines:
rehabilitation for persons with mental
disabilities in the community through a
basket of rehabilitation services rather
than within psychiatric hospitals.
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Breaking the Silence: Adapting
Criminal Procedures to Persons
with Disabilities

Bizchut's Investigation and Testimony
Procedural Act promises: the voice of
victims, witnesses and suspects with
disabilities will be heard by the police
and in the courts.
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“Home” Work

A rare disability prevents Ronit from
leaving her house. Policy change
following Bizchut legal action gives Ronit
and others the right to 30 hours a week
of home schooling.
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Attainable Housing for Everyone
Thanks to Bizchut's petition to the High
Court of Justice promoting community-
based housing for persons with
intellectual disabilities Welfare Ministry
policy is changed: more apartments,
fewer institutions!
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It Takes Education and Health
A Bizchut court petition ends deadlock
between the Ministries of Education
and Health: funding now allocated for
personal medical classroom assistants
for hundreds of pupils with disabilities.
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Accessing Accessible Service
Thousands of service providers:
doctors, bus drivers, HR personnel
are trained to make services more
accessible to persons with disabilities
in special Bizchut workshops.
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Insurance that Doesn’t
Discriminate

A young man with epilepsy is refused
travel insurance: Bizchut has this
decision reversed under the terms of
a Bizchut-promoted law forbidding
discrimination in insurance.

(R30 jusd pus

4l opelill 88 ity e pall Bl 38 Ll
ool § seadl] gio 05 ouslus 7)) 000 U
L8980 S §



20 YEARS | 20 ACHIEVEMENTS |

117X 7'0DVN it

7112071 11'wW7 17210 ‘11211 TNy
D710'D DM1ANI 0T 7W 07171
W1D171 N710VN1 171WA7 :047'W7
D''N7 XY TIX77 ,0T13Y TN
.DNNYY

It’s Keeping Us Busy

Thanks to Bizchut legal action, residents
of intensive residential care facilities now
entitled to community-based vocational
training and employment as part of their
rehabilitation process.
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And one more

Following Bizchut's exposure of abuse
a psychiatric institution is closed for the
first ime in Israel. The public is with us:
back to the community!

20 years and we're just getting started. ...
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Within Reach

Two new mental health clinics are
opened in East Jerusalem following
a campaign led by Bizchut and local
residents to secure accessible mental
health services.
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Mind and Matter

A 2005 Bizchut court petition heralded
mental health reform — health funds to
provide mental health services for all
needing treatment.
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Time to Go Home

Danny, Avrami and Manal have lived in
an institution for years. With Bizchut's
help they begin independent lives and
move into their own apartments in the
community.
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The Winning Points - Braille
Text Books

Following a Bizchut court petition
the State accepts responsibility for
providing pupils with visual impairment
with text books, learning materials and
matriculation examinations in Bralille.
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“The rain falls by virtue of three elements:
By virtue of the land

By virtue of grace

By virtue of suffering.”

(Megilat Taanait 3:3, Talmud Yerushalmi)
By virtue of promoting human rights,

Bizchut’s grace sustains the land.
Justice (Ret.) Zvei Tal
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Bizchut has been involved
in many of the parliamentary
initiatives to help special needs
populations. Warmest thanks
and appreciation for your help.
Former MK Shaul Yahalom
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Thanks to you, people with disabilities in
Israel have learned to cast off society’s
shackles and to play a meaningful role
in all areas of life. Good luck!

Yoav Kraim - Disability Rights Activist
| Chairperson of the National Council
for Rehabilitation in the Community
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Bizchut changes policy and creates
facts on the ground, proving that when
you believe in what you are doing,
anything is possible. Keep up the
good work!

Orly Vilnai - Israeli Journalist

advocacy

The Supreme Court Botzer Ruling, the Equal
Rights Law - slowly but surely Bizchut is making a
difference. ‘It is not for you to finish the work, but
neither should you desist from it.” Congratulations!
Ahiya Kamara - Commissioner of Equal Rights

for People with Disabilities

Congratulations to Bizchut, and also to us
the Israeli public - we’re lucky to have such a
brave and committed defender of our rights.
Celebrate and keep on working. .. Best wishes.

Einat Fishbein - Israeli Journalist

All the best in your important work.
Let’s keep on doing things that change
attitudes toward people with disabilties.
Ruti Bar’or - Woman with Intellectual
Disability who lectures about self-

Bizchut introduced me to a world where human
experience can never be taken for granted - a
world that reveals both the fragility and the
strength of the human body and spirit.

Prof. Neta Ziv - Director of Clinical Law
Programs, Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University
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BIZCHUT IN NUMBERS

Thanks to more than 500 training workshops for professionals,
tens of thousands of persons with disabilities now able to
enjoy accessible services given in an equal and dignified manner.

Thanks to help from Bizchut's hotline, 25,000 persons with
disabilities and their relatives succeeded in breaking the glass
celling and moving towards living normal lives.

10 laws, 50 petitions and lawsuits, thousands of letters from
legal counsel have improved the daily lives of hundreds of
thousands of persons with disabilities.

Thanks to the Accessibility Chapter of the Equal Rights for
Persons with Disabilities Law more than 80% of intra-city
buses are now accessible.

Thanks to Bizchut's petition to the High Court of Justice
demanding accessible polling stations, since 1999 all polling
stations have one accessible ballot box enabling persons with
disabilities to exercise their democratic right.

Thanks to the Inclusion in Education Law, more than 10,000
children with complex special needs are now included and
learing in regular schools.

Thanks to the reform in the provision of mental health services
more than 10,000 additional people including children will be
able to receive services all over the country.

Thanks to progressive legislation securing equal rights in
employment, tens of thousands of persons with disabilities
are entitled to receive accommodations that enable them to
work in regular jobs in the mainstream community.
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THE PEOPLE BEHIND BIZCHUT 2012 - n' "’

Staff Board

Daud Alyan Mossi Raz, Chairperson
Yakira Avrch Daniela Brafman

Samer Badawi Ofer Dahari

Avivit Barkay-Aharonof Jonathan Gillis

Eilon Brachfeld Thomas Gumpel
Suzanne Cannon Amanda Leighton-Bellichach
Gali Cochavi-Ronen Ari Paltiel

Oren Ganor Joshua Schoffman
Victor Lederfarb Rivka Sneh

Naama Lerer Doron Tamir

Milka Mozes-Shavit Vered Windman

Sharon Primor
Hila Rimon-Greenspan
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Esther Sivan

Yotam Tolub

Einav Vinograd Special thanks to Bizchut’s Executive Directors over the years:
Tsivia Wajsperg Avriella Ophir, Sylvia Tessler-Lozowick and Yonit Levanon
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THANKS

Bizchut wishes to gratefully acknowledge
the following donors:

The Azrieli Foundation

The Bezeq Group

Diakonia and NAD with funds from the European Union
The European Union

The Hanns Seidel Foundation

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation

Home Center that collected donations from its customers
The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation

JDC lsrael

The Lazlo N. Tauber Family Foundation

The Lillian Green Fund in memory of her sister Marcia Ruth Green
The New Israel Fund

Open Society Foundations

The Peretz Naphtali Foundation

The Ruderman Family Foundation

The Sam Sebba Charitable Trust

The Ted Arison Family Foundation

The Wendy Weiker-Gordon Memorial Fund

The Yael Vaknin Memorial Fund

And numerous other individual donors

In addlition, Bizchut would like to express our deep appreciation
to several donors who wish to remain anonymous.
Bizchut’s budget for 2012 is $703,000. Bizchut’s full audited
accounts for 2011 can be accessed through our website www.
bizchut.org.il or by contacting our office.
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HOW TO SUPPORT BIZCHUT

Bizchut's vital work is supported by donations from individuals,
foundations and businesses in Israel and abroad. Bizchut does
not accept government funds.

Please support our efforts to promote and protect equal rights for
people with disabilities by making a contribution towards our work.

Donations within Israel

Please send a check to Bizchut, P.O. Box 34510, Jerusalem
91000, lsrael.

Donations can also be made on-line (in Hebrew) at:
www.israeltoremet.org/custom/bizchut/cart

Please note that within Israel, donations made by check and
through Israel Toremet are recognized under clause 46 of the
income tax regulations.

Donations from outside Israel

Tax-exempt donations may be made from outside Israel through
the New Israel Fund or PEF or on-line. Checks should be made
payable to the appropriate fund, marked as donor-advised to
Bizchut and sent to:

PEF Endowment Funds
317 Madison Ave, Suite 607, New York, NY 10017

The New Israel Fund (US)

P.O. Box 915688, Washington DC 20090-1588
The New Israel Fund (UK)

26 Enford Street, London W1H 2DD

On-line donations can be made in US dollars through:
www israelgives.org
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We invite you to sign up to "round up" and every

time you use your credit card any odd figure gets
rounded up to the next sum. The tiny extra bit will a2 uw
reach Bizchut as a donation.  www.roundup.org.il

Bizchut was awarded the Midot Seal of Effectiveness
in September 2012. The seal is granted following a
thorough examination of the professionalism of an
organization’s business practices and assessment of
its ability to create social value and impact. Bizchut is
proud to be among the organizations who have received the seal.
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Bizchut - The Israel Human Rights Center for People with Disabilities is a non-profit organization committed to advancing the rights
of people with all disabilities: physical, intellectual, mental and sensory, and enabling full inclusion in all areas of life in mainstream
Israeli society. The name Bizchut (literally "by right") reflects the belief that all people are entitled to equal rights and that the needs of
people with disabilities must be met on the basis of entitlement, not as a function of charity or pity. Originally launched as a project of
the Association for Civil Rights in Israel 1992, Bizchut was soon established as an independent organization. In all matters concerning
disability rights or instances in which rights have been violated because of disability, Bizchut is the address for people with all disabilities
and family members who are striving to realize their rights, professionals, organizations working in the field and decision makers.
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P.O. Box 34510, Jerusalem 91000
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www.bizchut.org.il mail@bizchut.org.il




