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States Parties to this Convention recognize the equal right of all persons with
disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal to others, and shall take
effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons with
disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community,
including by ensuring that:

(@) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of
residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and
are not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement;

(b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, residential and other
community support services, including personal assistance necessary to support living
and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or segre%ation from the
community. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities °.
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nThe sum total of rigorous studies over a 25 years period provides conclusive
evidence of the superiority of community living... Their qualities of life are
enhanced, they are more independent, they display less challenging behavior, their
homes are more pleasant, and their families believe that they are far “better off” than
they were in developmental centers».
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United States: Was This Good Social Policy?, (Center for Outcome Analysis, 2005), available at:
http://www.outcomeanalysis.com/readings/Dl/deinstitutionalization.htm
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